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FOREWORD

The Nationzl Astrological Library is
pleased to present herewith the first of &
series of volumes designed to muke availeble
to students =znd investigators of astrology,
in the English languusge, the works of some
of the outstanding researchers whose findings
are now only to be had in other tongues.

While this particular volume may not heve
the appeal that certain types of literature
have, here is presented irrefutable proofs
of the truth of astrology-~-~truths thet are
reproductible at the will of any student of
the science of astrology. It is « volume
that should be in the library of every
student «nd research worker, lecturer and
teacher, for its evidence is final.

The Nationel Astrological Library is a
non-profit orgznization composed of students
of astrology who have & keen desire to prop-
agate truthful facts concerning astrology.
The costs of trunslation are very often far
greater than the cost of original material,
but the type of material to be presented in
these books is based upon research which has
apparently not been underteken by English
gspesking students. At least, there is no
general availabllity of this data,---

The editor.
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THE PROOFS OF ASTRAL INFLUENCE ON MAN.
CHAPTER 1.

GENERAL DEFINITIONS AND PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THE
STUDY OF ASTRAL INFLUENCES MUST BE FOUNDED.

=000~

When accepting the invitation to speak about
the present state of scientific astrology and its
value, I have, above all, thought it useful to
set forth in a logical and objective manner, the
proofs that can be attained in this line of inves-
tigations. For this purpose I have here summed up
what from an experimental point of view is essential
in a study that has been carried on for many years.
It is proper first to get & clear understanding
about the definition of words used as well as about
the principle that must serve as a basis for the
investigations I am discussing. A fact is valu-
able to science only insofar as it can be connect-
ed with an undisputed principle of observation.

In spite of the apparent dbarrenness of this
beginning, I hope it will be readily understood
how necessary it is Iif we do not want to risk
being at variance with reason and experience.

Since the time of most distaent antiguity
astrology has hed for purpose, in its generel
sense, the study of the correspondences between
the stars and us, or what surrounds us. But
more specially, astrology has aimed at the study
of the astral correspondences - or influences -
which may exist between man and the heavens at
his nativity.

Such was the object of the genethliaczl and
Judicial astrology of the ancients, and it is
that astrology which generally has been termed
simply *astrology."
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For more than 2,000 yeers it has really
been the subject of all the controversies on
the question I am discussing here.

It is, on the whole, o question of find-
ing out whether or not there is a correspond-
ence between the stars ond man according to
his netul heaven. It 1s here of little import-
ance whether the influence comes to us direct
from the stars or is indicsted by them; in
order to avoid uny misunderstanding, I mean
by "ustral influence" an influence expressed
by the sters; and that without judging in
advence concerning the origin, nature and
mechanism of this influence. On the other
hand, if I sometimes confound the terms "in-
fluence” und "correspondence®, it is because
all natural corregpondence implies an influ-
ence (direct or indirect) from & more or less
accessible source.

But it is &bove all important to know
what we nmust understand by the general term
®*correspondence® &s well as by all those akin
to it likc the terms Ypelation, influence,
dependence, connection, correlation, affinity,
reference, concatenetion, law, etc.®™ For we
must indeed adnit that up to the present time
most philosophers and scholers have on the
whole limited themselves, when fecing these
terms, to defining them one by the other,
which could not suffice in case of a defini-
tion with a controllaeble meaning. And they
have misuged these terms to such an extent in
modern languages that we reslly no longer know
what thsey express. The goneral definition of
& Ylaw", in positive science, has never yet
been precisely stated. The majority of phil-
osophers are still engeged in trying to find
it. thet has, moreover, in many scientific
fields, perpetusted confusions end misunder-
standings, which it would be urgently
necessary to dispel.
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This is precisely where we find the real
difficulty of the astrological question with
the new line of studies attached to it. For
if a"correspondence®" - or naturel connection
of some kind - can be defined in a controllable
sense, the method characteristic of an obsgerva-
tional scisnce rmust of necessity result. And
it is also evident that if we are incapable of
giving 2 definite meaning to the term "corres-
pondence", all that we can say about the pre-
tended ".stral correspondences® will remain of
almost no value.

Tue thesis I am supporting is that atten-
tive observation and human reason suffice to
determine the signification at issue, And the
matter secems to me to be of some interest since
all people nowadays agree that "science is made
up of relaticns". And so, the essential in
science is to plead just relations.

It is therefore of capital importance to
be able to define these natural "relations®™ or
'correspondences? in a general sense. In other
words, to furnish the means of recognizing
whether there is or is not a natural "corres-
pondence! between two things - oy cabtegories
of things - in the experimental field, some-
thlng that is far from being always evident
a priori, and is preclsely the source of many
of our errors; for in every explanation it is
above all the premises that count, and with-
out them logic leads nowhere.

But up to the 20th century this idea of
“correspondence” has remained extremely con-
fused and without any acceptable definition.

It was necessary to introduce probabil-
ities in obsgervational science for the purpose
of presenting it with precision, while reveal-
ing clearly a character common to all
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correspondences znd to all laws. It is this
Yoharacter common to all natural lows and
correspondences® that the scientific philos-
ophy hitherto scems to have sought in vain.

An exzmple will meke the discussion much
clecrer before we go any further. Since the
nost remote times the astrologers - and cmong
then Ptolemy - have agreed to consider the
planet Jupiter us "signifying"™ honors and
celebrity; that for excmple in & natal horo-
scope the plenet Jupiter in the mid-heavon
predisposed the person born under suci an
aspect to aspire to glory and fame in = gen-
eral way. Y“Jupiter in the mid-heaven" must
be understood as Jupiter near the superior
merldian, that is, near the place where the
Sun is 2t noon. Now, what signification is
to be given to such zn astral correspondencs,
either if we deny it or if we affizm it., It
is evidently the following, and there is no
other: "Jupiter is found more frequently in
the mid-heaven of the natsl horoscopes of
persons who have attained celebrity than in
the horoscopes of other persocuns."

This definition at once implies the iden
of just frequencies (that is, percentages) to
be drawn from valid statistics, in order to be
able to deducet a Jjudicious comparison and,
thereby, draw conclusions relative to law.
Whether right or wrong this lew can here be
viewed only under the form of difference in
frequency to be verified. Far frau being a
personal or doctrinary definition, the fore-
going one is clear, precise, irreducible,
general, inpersonzl, and incontestable. It
ia the keystone of the scientifie¢ and natural
agtrology. All the rest follows loglczlly
from it. This cammot be overcmphesized; for
no evasion 1is possible here if it is the
truth we are looking for.

Sacred Science Inscicuce

wiww.sacredscience.com



Considering seriously the sphorismu con-
cerning Jupiter and renown, the preceding
definition is the only experimental and log-
ical signification that we can give to it in
a controllable sense.

Let us first note that evidently no one
has been able t0 naintzin thet 211 the persons
born under the astrzl aspect in question were
supposed to become fumous, no rore than that
all fumous people were supposed to be born
under that heaven. And this because the
simplest observation perits us to verify th=at
it is not so. For example, Kepler, Napoleon,
Pasteur, and a great many other farous men are
not born under this astral aspect. On the
other hand, I could narme muany modest and ob-
scure people who were born with Jupiter in
the mid-heaven. Supposing, furthermore, that
this conjunction wes equully frequent in the
two cuases (which it would be if astrology
were illusory), it would be absurd to main-
tein that it is an index - even pcrtial - of
the predisposition to become furious.

But if only the cspect of Jupiter pre-
sents ¢ real and rnnifest difference in fre-
gu.ncy between the forous people and Those
who are not fearious, 1t would be untenable -
exccpt by 2 play of words - cleimn thut there
is no correspondence between renown end the
aspect of Jupiter.

The only contention possible in this case
could be bused solely on a ecriticism of the
statistics; but statistics can be rectified
or shown to be false, in a positive nwnner,
only by other stutistics, better than the
first, which elweys brings the discussion back
to the same point.

Whatever we do, the reality of the
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difference in frequency, which is the ques-
tion at issue, will for us be the necessary
and sufficient condition for any relation or
correspondence existing between the aspect of
Jupiter at the time of birth and the tenden-
cy toward renown. It is this difference which
I consequently call the criterion of astrolog-
ical fact we have in view, a fact that can be
verified at will according to just frequencies
which themselves can result only from valid
statistics.

For this purpose it is enough to possess
a somewhat numerous collection of horoscopes
of famous people - which is not more difficult
than to possess a collection of insects or
postage stamps. Thus it can be verified that
the above-mentioned conjunction becomes two or
three times more frequent in the special case
of famous people than in gemeral. I mean here
by "famous people" those found in the diction-
aries under the heading well-known persons,
people who have attained some notoriety as
regarde their character and their work. And
though we may classify the people that are
called "famous" into various kinds of cate-
gories, =~ under the pretext that there are
many wnys of becoming femous, =~ the setiing
up and the solving of the problem would
essentially remsain the same. Let us note in
passing that the same aspect of Jupiter is
only one feature among mzny others that may
charucterize the general cptitude for becom-
ing famous; in the practice of astrology it
is the more or less strong convergence of
these fectors thr.t permit more or less just
conjectures.

In fact, every verified astral correspond-
ence is like that, - in the experimental sense
we czn give it. When choosing the preceding
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one, I did not take the one thut wus most
important, but one of those mosgt easily ex-
plained.

Such & correspondence, tnerefore, can be
established, verified, or refuted only accord-
ing to & comparison of frequencies, proceed-
ing respectively fram two valid statisties.
And these can be "vzlid" only according to the
grest number 2s well as to the impartial and
homogeneous choice of cases recorded.

The difference in frequency, the index of
the law, may comprise a whole scale of varia-
tions between O and 100; that depends on the
intermixture of influcnces at work. But it is
enough that this difference is real in order
that there may be a law of real corregpondence.

If it is zero, it is because there is no
law. If it is slight, it is beceuse there is
an intemixture or interference of concomitant
cauges and luws which zlter the manifestation
of the law thet is to be revealed - which leaves
us in doubt. If the difference is close to 100
or perceptibly like this number, it is because
we know the principal conditions under which the
law menifests itself clearly to us {(this is the
casc with the laws claimed to be immutable.)

But there are en infinite number of laws
in the naturel sciences, of which we can know
only the highly variable manifestations (some-
times even annulled for unknown reasons) owing
to the combinations and interferences of fatal
or contingent causes accampanying them.

And those lews can be revezled only with
the comparative probabilities and frequencies
which precisely leave "room for the unknown"
as well as for the Yunfavorable coses."
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It is to be noted thot wherever we can affim

& noturzl connection within the field of facts,
the principle in quastion c&n be rigorously
applied; znd also that our right to «ffirm

this natursl conncetion should be measured
excctly wccording to the facility with which we
can establish the two demonstratory frequencies
(generzl frequency and special freguency) to be
compared for the purpose of drawing conclusions
as to their difference, that is, es to a law,

Same people heave tried to criticize the
pretended "statisticel method™, not as to its
being ¢ false method -~ for it would be impossible
to deny its value - but wishing to have it con-
gidervd as simply @ method among the number of
other methods.

I consider it necessary to clear up any
uncertainty on this point; in fect, it cannot
be looked upon as a particular method - stat-
isticel or mathematical - for it is only a
question of & method based on good judgment
expressed as precisely as possible. The use
of "gtatistics™ in observational science is
not « "method™; it is after <11 only « means =~

ond the only one - to obtcin uccurate fre-
quencies. The proposition I am mzintaining
and on which I wish to insist is, that the
principle of campurative frequencles - whether
we think of eppealing to it or not - is the
busis of zny valid method, not only in astrole
ogy, but in the most divers observational
sciences; 2nd pcrticularly for the purpose of
proving « fact in an exact manner &s well as
to establish or verify s lew.

When we, in chemistry, physics or natural
history, in order to distinguish one body from
another, say that it presents such cnd such a
phenamenon under such and such conditions, we
understand thereby that under these conditions
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(realized as fzr as possible), the body in
question will present this phenamenon more
frequently than the other bodies of some kind;
for, supposing that these present it just as
frequently, with what right would we spegk of
a distinctive character? The real difference
in frequency of the observed phenomenon, on
one hand cs to this body, and on the other
hand as to the other bodies, is really the
experimental, necessary, cnd sufficient condi-
tion for the existence of the distinctive char-
acter &nd the law implied. It is, therefore,
the criterion of the law. Whether the demon-
strative difference in frequency be 1004 or
30%, provided it is real, the law also is real.

Medicel science, on its part, proceeds
like 21l the other observutional sciences, end
particularly like the science of astrology,
for definitely, it is a science of relations
between some malady and some remedy applied to
cure it,.

The result is, thet this "remedy" to be
applied is not proved end judged better than
cnother except as far as it can be proved -
proportionetely - that the cures are more fre-
quent after a certain remedy has been applied
than after the applicetion of some other remedy.
There again the demenstratory difference in
frequency will be the criterion of the law.

Accordingly it could not here be o ques-
tion about a system or &« method; the question
is about a principle (more or less ignored by
us) on which we must rest every right method
in an observational secience, - and the impor-
tant thing is to make clear this principle in
order to learn the use of it.

The only way to dispute the metter would
be to set forth a method that wes velid und at
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the same time resting upon a principle forsign
to that of the frequencies we have shown.

I have issued three publications on this

subject:

The Probabilities in Observational

Science; The Law of Relation, and Introduction
to the comparative psychology of Human Charac-

ters.,

These three general studies emphasice, as
much as 1t has been in my power, the principle
in question; and this principle will probably
sooner or later serve as obligatory introduc-
tion to the "experimental memnhod" in the various

observational sciences,

provided that precision

and impartiality is desired.

For, I repeat, we always rely upon this
principle in order to refute or affirm a law
as well as to register a proof that is scien-

tifically wvalid.
made Henri Poincare say

It is no doubt that which

that "without prob-

abilities no science could exist"; though not

having precisely stated
a clear presentiment of

The classic axioms
in theory; but they are
long as it has not besn
to know if the usserted
the cause assigned - or

this truth, he had had
it.

about causality cre true
of no use in practice as
said how we shall manage
effect is really due to
at least connected with

it - a matter which is not always so simple &s
it seems, and which is the source of sn infinite

number of errors.

I{ is, at any rate, the key

to the problem we cre deeling with.

It is, in practice, of little importance to
us to say in IL.tin or in French that "the effect
us brought sbout, ceases, or changes cccording
as the cause 1s established, suppressed, or

modified®™.

Every natural phenomenon 1is the

resultant of a greet many fetal or contingent
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causes, of which it is often difficult to dis-
tinguish those thut predominate. Taerefore the
delicate point, in pructice, generally consists
in having the right to affimm that one thing is
indeed the ctuse (ut wny rate partially) of
another, or really connected with it.

The fact that we say "ue who desires the
end desires the meuns™ does not enlighten us at
all concerning these means. Thc real difficul-
ty is to know whet they ought to be. Tae sume
holds good about thc seying "the e¢nd which
justifies the mesns™, when we are not able to
prove that the meuns employed hcve really been
the cause of the "e¢nd" we have been looking for.
In =z generszl sense, we have to find & way to
recognize if there is, or is not, & natural
relation between two categories of faets, For
the direct relation of causclity as well as
the concomitcnt or succéssive connections of
all kinds ere comprised in the general defini-
tion of ®gorrespondence™ e or law of relation -
which I aave expressed in the experimental
field.

On the whole, an astral aspect is said to
correspond to such &nd such human pre-~disposi-
tion or event of some kind when those who pre-
sent this faculty or event have, in their natal
hotoscope, that aspcet more frequently thean
othecr human beings., Thet is rezlly only = way
of emphasizing the fact of our knowing whether
. certuin a&spect of the stars consiitutes a
distinctive charecter for those who are born
under that aspect., The explanation of the
phenomenon is another question to tuke up, and
one thct must come afterwards,

We have, after ell, to measure repctitions
and compare measures., Fxom these there are, of
necessity, statistics to be made in order to
obtzin on one hund the generzl frequency, on
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the other hend the particuler frequency, so
thet we mey know if they differ from euch
other, that is, if there is ¢ menifestation
of law or astral correspondence with us.

To scorn here the statistics would simply
mean to substitute arbitrary frequencies for
true frequencies. Unfortunately, that is what
we &lmost all do on msny occasions when we
refuse to settle ¢ question impartially, or
when we make a joke of statistics without try-
ing to understand their philosophical cnarzcter.

This emphatic stetement which we hitherto
hed slways feiled to meke, not only in astrology,
but also in the most divers fields of our know-
ledge,~--this emphatic stntement, I siy, about the
reletion between the sign znd the thing it signi-
ffes, results most generally in the following
definition in = controllable sense:

If we consider eny cstegory whatever of
living beings, of wham severul present certein
particular signs, in order to find out if the
sign is indeed rezlly the index of = thing
cluimed to be thus signified (and consequently
in reletion to it), it is enough to mecke sure
that the living beings presenting this thing
claimed to be thus signified possess the sign
in question more often then the other living
beings. Not that it is necesscry for them to
alweys present it, for there is no law without
exceptions.

- wr an e WP em ws an W M e W ms @ W W) wn @ D ey e & o= e

l/ If "the eception confirms the rule", the
too frequent repetition of it mey cause it to
venish for the very reason of the play of
frequencies, which clone cen give us ¢ precise
idea cbout it.
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In reality, it is here the question of the
only experimental signification we can give to
a natural and positive correspondence by yield-
ing the place to the unknown, And we ask our-
selves why so many questions, capable of solution
according to this definition, have remained in
suspense smong us since ancient times (like
chiromency, physicgnamics, astrology, etc.)

The same holds good about a great many of
our current judgments which are founded on
fantastic and undemonstrable relations or on
an arbitrary symbolism. It is in this light
that all the astrological polemics, both ancient
and modern, appeer vain and puerile to us in the
face of verifiable astrological facts we have
Just stated.

Let us note in this connection that predic-
tions have never proved anything, since they
have been invoked in a double sense. Cicero
declared, in fact, that astrology was false
according to the erroneous predictions, while
Tacitus affirmed that it was true according to
prophecies that had come true. And the contro-
versy has thus been continued since ancient
times,

But none of the ancient writers have stated
to us the origin and the verification of the
astrological rules that served them so to say as
basis for predicting the future, or at least for
getting some information about it.

Besides, an incoherent intuition seemed
most often to govern the ancient divination.

This proves that the success or failure,
in the matter of prophesying, is no evidence,
at least when considered by itself,

If, as a matter of fact, the failure does
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not prove the falsity of the sclience any more
than the incapacity of {ts interpreter, the
success in no manner proves that the effect
stated is really dque to the supposed cause con-
nected with it,--~which is just the question at
issue.

In both cases the relation aimed at cannot
be proven false or recal except by means of the
comparative frequencies and the play of probab-
ilities resulting from tham. The divinatory
successes and fullures, like the arbitrary sym-
bolism, have most often only produced premature
convictions in one way as in the other. There-
fore, at present divination in astrology must
be excluded from the scientific discussions
ajued at a proof of astral influences.

Before discussing the consequences of =
fact snd claiming to derive practical benefit
from it, it is necessary first to know if this
fact is true and controllable; but that is just
the main purposc of the work I hsve pursued.
All the "divinatory prescriptions" that could
be gathered together would serve no purpose
without a logicel procedure of impersonal
control.

Some people huve seemed to believe that the
so~called "recoupment™ method could dispense
with the theory of probabilities; but thet is e
misunderstending. In divinatory mctters as
elsewhere, if one arrives epparently at the same
gotl by zny different methods end "divinatory
prescriptions" whatsoever, it will always remain
to be proved that the play of probabilities of
the “recoupment" is in favor of the low cimed cot.

The way of verification by "recoupments" is
not therefore always to be despised, but it is
only & special cuse in the application of the
probabilities; for, when we consider & "recoupmen
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convineing, it is slwoys in the main according
to the calculation of the cheances it has to be
so bectcuse of such or such u measure taken.

In reality, it is here & question of &
play of probcbilities, the exact statement of
which we neglect - which is not always so easy
as one might think,

A concordance of observetions as well &s of
graphic outlines always corresponds to a conver-
gence of probabilities - which is the very object
of the "compound probebilities.®

Whetever we 4o, we are alweys brought back
to the essentiel problems of the probabilities
if only we seek & precise and imperticl mensura-
tion. But, in order to rppeel to the probabil-
ities, we must know how to spply them, which, by
the way, requires still more by fer of logic
than of calculation; for, as leplece has justly
observed, "the theory of probabilities is nothing
but good judgment reduced to calculation."

And what it would be proper to udd here -
something thet hus been too often lost sight of -
is, thet this theory is s result of experience,
and is always based upon it when we do not wish
to surrender to & simple play of mathematics.,

In other words, the calculetion is here only a
simple tool of good judgment.

It is therefore preferable to begin where
we are obliged to end, thet means, to seek the
safest way to eveluste right frquencies, in
order to be able to establish judicious comper-
isons between them; this permits us to diagnos-
ticute and prognosticate scientifically on velid
beses. From there comes the obligation to meke
statistics and to know how to observe their
conditions of velidity in order to get from them
percentages or frequencies that can be used when
only the scientific truth is sought.
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Let us not forget here that the important
thing is not to state various kinds of personal
convictions, for they are, unfortunately, not
always based on valid facts. What above all
is important in the bases of a science is to
state facts in a logical, communicabdble, repro-
ductible, and impersonal form:--~that is much
more interesting than t0 make a collection of
arbitrary divinatory prescriptions like the
ma jority of those in vogue, which could not
advance the astrological science one step; the
current procedures can hardly serve zny other
purpose than to obscure it and falsify it in
spite of the mathematicsl equipment that some-
times goes with 1t.

This is the reason why I have thought I
ought to expetiate rather at length on these
preliminary considerations, which constitute
the essentizl basis of my investigations, de-
spite the perhaps somewhat too philosophical
character of this expose.

The historical study of the question has,
moreover, proved to me that if aestrology had
remcined bungled and stationary for more than
twenty centuries, it was zbove all owing to e
lack of exact presentation and of method in
regerd to the definition =nd the proof of the
astrological faet. And indeed, no exuberance
of eeslculations and no theory could replace
those two things.

«=000-=-
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